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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Part A

Acknowledgement
of Country
We would like to acknowledge the Cabrogal
Clan of the Darug Nation who are the traditional
custodians of the land that now reside within
Liverpool City Council’s boundaries. We
acknowledge that this land was also accessed
by peoples of the Tharawal and Darug Nation.

Executive Summary
Project Overview
Masterplan Process

We acknowledge that Aboriginal culture
continues to strengthen and enrich our
community. We commit ourselves to preserve
past, present and future identified Aboriginal
sites and cultural landscapes. Liverpool City
Council supports and encourages Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people working towards
reconciliation.
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Executive
Summary
Liverpool has always held a unique position
as the third settlement after Sydney and
Parramatta and its evolution into Sydney’s
third CBD will be a matter of time. Situated
on the furthest navigable point on the George
River, Liverpool thrived until the coming of the
railway which dissected the city. The blueprint
of the affected street layout constrains the
ability to create large community gathering
and celebration which a great city needs.
Liverpool is poised to capitalise on its central
location, population growth and diversity. The
Woodward Place Masterplan outlines how
Woodward Park can transform into a place by
building on and enhancing the site’s existing
character. Council’s bold vision is to transform
the 28-hectare Woodward Park, on the CBD
south fringe, into Woodward Place – an
exciting lifestyle precinct to propel the growth
of the CBD, as a thriving and attractive
metropolitan centre to live and work into the
future.

This Masterplan is integral in strategising how
Woodward Place can prosper and grow into
a multi-use hub for the growing community.
The Masterplan has been informed by
a thorough assessment of the existing
conditions of facilities on the site itself and
future demand analysis. The need for the
renewal of the Whitlam Leisure Centre and
multiple community facilities, have set the
foundations in understanding the direction
Woodward Place should take in the future.
Community engagement has been at the
forefront of this planning process and will
ensure that this Masterplan is built to align
with the Liverpool community.
The ambitious project is set to follow a 30year timeline with segmented staging to
allow for a cohesive redevelopment of the
site in the coming years. Council’s aspiration
is for Woodward Place to create the point
of difference in the “Uniquely Liverpool”
experience for students, workers, residents,
and all visitors to Liverpool.

Our revitalised precinct will be a welcoming
multicultural of emerging cultures to share
in our First Nation Peoples’ identity and
stories. Woodward Place’s 18-hour economy
will be created by a mix-use of community
and creative spaces, bustling with markets,
enabling fine grain local businesses, fresh
produces, food, music and entertainment
creating an inclusive lively place for most
times of the day and night.
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PA R T A

F U T U R E A S P I R AT I O N S

1.1

1.2

Project
Overview

Masterplan
Process

1.1.1 Project Purpose

1.1.2 Background

The Woodward Place Masterplan is an aspirational 30-year
plan for an iconic lifestyle precinct at the heart of Liverpool,
housing world-class facilities to support a healthy, connected
and diverse community. At the heart of Liverpool, one of the
fastest-growing cities in Australia, Woodward Place will be
a key asset in assisting Liverpool City Council to enable and
accomodate its future growth.

Located at the head of the Georges River and connected to
Botany Bay, Liverpool has long been a location of meeting
and trade. This commenced with Indigenous communities
and was reinforced by Governor Macquarie who founded the
area as an agricultural centre in 1810.

The Woodward Place Masterplan will support the
development of a detailed business case, delivering on the
following principles:
•

Strengthening the city image and connect Liverpool
regionally and globally.

•

Building on early beginnings by connecting to the
original inhabitants.

•

Transition the city centre to a park setting by providing a
range of cultural, recreational and passive opportunities.

•

Create a built form edge to ensure an effective
microclimate.

•

Provide attractive, multi-use and interconnected green
spaces.

•

Create gathering spaces at the heart to amplify
experiences and interconnectivity with other site uses.

•

Provide for active recreation needs in a diverse parkland
setting.

•

Create an 18-hour place.

Since this time the progressive expansion of Sydney’s
suburbs has developed Liverpool from a suburb that was
once on the periphery into a central metropolitan area.
Looking to the future, Liverpool City Council has identified
the need to pro-actively plan for the opportunities that will
accompany federal and state investment in the Western
City in a way that enhances its cultural identity, improves
connectivity and legibility and enables a cohesive approach
to new projects.

Liverpool City Council has initiated work to revitalise public lands to the west of Liverpool City
Centre known as Woodward Place.
The development of a masterplan approach for Woodward
Park has included internal engagements within Council
and Councillors, alongside extensive baseline research and
technical studies. This has resulted in the development of
key principles and a vision that guides the development of
the Woodward Place Masterplan. This foundational work
has been undertaken to capture information about existing
conditions, provisions and needs around the site, as well
as the likely future needs and aspirations for Liverpool’s
growing community.
The staged delivery of the Woodward Place Masterplan,
in order to achieve the most effective, sustainable and best
practice design outcomes, is outlined in the Masterplan,
which includes:
•

Structure and principles for the design of the future open
space and built form network.

•

Location of key facilities (catalyst projects) that will be
the focus of public investment.

•

Configuration of streets and lots to enable future
investment.

1.1.3 Site and Scope
Woodward Park is approximately 500 metres long (north/
south) and between 450-615 metres wide (east/west).
Bounded by the arterial roads of Hoxton Park Road
and Hume Highway to the south and east, Transit Way
(T-way) to the west and Memorial Avenue to the north, it is
approximately 28 hectares in area (inclusive of the T-way).

Regional

Requirements for the future design of catalyst projects,
open space and mixed use development.

The result of the engagement was a clear picture of which
services could be accommodated onsite, opportunities
for future uses and aspirations for Woodward Place in
the Liverpool context. Built upon an in-depth analysis
of Liverpool and its community, the Woodward Place
Masterplan exemplifies a place-based approach to
delivering a long term renewal of the existing city centre
fringe site and its ageing facilities. The current site is
made up of community facilities and spaces that hold
innate potential for improvement across a range of areas, to
better serve current and future communities. In seeking an
innovative long term masterplan, the Liverpool City Council
endeavour to establish a foundational new direction for the
future of Woodward Place.

20 YEAR PLAN

District

10 + YEAR PLAN

Local

Infrastructure and Collaboration

Planning Priorities & Actions

Social

Infrastructure and Collaboration

Environmental

Liveability

Economic

Productivity

Civic Leadership

•

Recognition of Memorial Avenue as a place of civic
identity, connectivity and wayfinding for Liverpool and
its inner suburbs.

Productivity

Liverpool City Council

•

Western Sydney
District Plan

Liveability

8

Defining key metrics for multi-use public open space and
preserving it into the future.

Greater Sydney
Regional Plan

The need for high-quality civic facilities and open space
in the city centre.

The need for unencumbered land to attract investment
partners desiring proximity to the future Western
Sydney Airport and an established metropolitan cluster.

•

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

•

•

Strategies for controlling built form height and massing.

1.2.1 Relationship of Woodward Place Masterplan to Strategic Plans and Policies
40 YEAR VISION | 20 YEAR PLAN

The framework recognises previous work undertaken by the
Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) and by Liverpool City
Council. It positions Woodward Place as a precinct within the
overarching context of the GSC’s Liverpool Place Strategy
and City Centre Masterplan, anticipating the following:

•

Sustainability

City
Centre
Indicative Liverpool
Future City
Centre

Implementation

Local Strategic
Planning Statement

Sustainability
Implementation

The Masterplan Woodward Place
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The goal of the masterplan is to provide highquality, multi-use facilities that provide a
regional benchmark for design and maximise
community use.
Woodward Park is a 28 hectare landmark site
in the heart of Liverpool. Liverpool City Council
aims to create an opportunity not seen within
an Australian city context since federation,
transforming Woodward Park into Woodward
Place.
The site will be the backbone of Liverpool’s city
life, a social, cultural and recreational hub.
Woodward Place is unique for any Australian
city centre – in scale, scope and in the sense
of local commitment. Creating an opportunity
to enhance city life, and create the backdrop
for the daily theatre of residents, workers and
visitors, will be its empowering vision.
Woodward Place aims to enhance the lives
of future generations of people in Liverpool
by designing a transformational space that is
admired around the Great South West.

10 Liverpool City Council
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2.1

2.2

First Nations History

Site History

For 60,000 years before the first European settlers arrived, the lands that now
include the Liverpool local government area were home to the Cabrogal clan, an
Aboriginal clan of the Darug First Nations peoples. The Cabrogal lands extended
along the Georges River, Prospect Creek, Cabramatta Creek, and Brickmakers
Creek.

Historically Woodward Place was named after Thomas Woodward in
1935. Woodward Place is part of the “Township Land” that was set aside
for the Town of Liverpool, as shown on the early parish map below. The
land was dedicated as a public park on 20 January, 1893.

Prior to In 1795, when George Bass and Matthew Flinders
first explored the Georges River, the Darug, Tharawal and
Gandangara tribes lived in the region. These three tribal
groups were divided into smaller clans, each named after the
area of land where they commonly resided.

New LEP adopted by Council.

It has long been a site of meeting and exchange as the river
connects multiple communities and is a transition point
between the mountain, wood and coastal peoples.
Originally known as Tucoerah, Georges River “was an
important focal point for Aboriginal life and culture in the
southern region of Sydney, offering both food, transport and
dreamtime links. Several major language groups lived along
the river: Eora to the east, Darug to the west, north and
north-east, Tharawal to the south and Gandangarra in the
far south-west.”

Council opened a new Aquatic Centre
at Woodward Park.

Above Image: Maria Locke

The Liverpool and Fairfield area is recognised as the home
of the Cabrogal of the Darug Nation, named for the cohbra
grubs that were harvested on its banks.
Colonial settlement saw a dramatic change in the way
the land was settled and managed with land grants
and farmlands progressively displacing the indigenous
population.

Governor Lachlan Macquarie founded Liverpool
and named it in honour of the Earl of Liverpool,
then Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Council resolved to investigate
commercial redevelopment of the old
pool site at Woodward Park.

District Council was formed.

The opening of the Whitlam Leisure
Centre. The stadium (multi-purpose
hall) construction was completed.

Liverpool Municipality was proclaimed and
Richard Sadlier became the first Mayor.

Liverpool declared a City.

Above Image: Parish Map

The city centre was laid out in 1819 by James Meehan,
followed by a later plan by Robert Hoddle published in
May 1827 and significant expansion following the railway
construction of the 1850’s.

Aerial Map indicating creation
of Hillier Oval.

These early marks in the landscape instituted a north/south
subdivision between the creek corridors which, as the city
has developed, has reinforced east/west disconnection
between urban and ecological communities
Woodward Park was dedicated to public recreation on 20
January 1893 with the streets of Bernera (now Hoxton Park),
Copeland (now Hume Highway) and Scott Street clearly
defined in the 1899 map of the town of Liverpool.
Above Image: Parish Map

12 Liverpool City Council
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2.2

2.3

Place Diversity

Previous Site Masterplans

The 2016 Census highlighted that the Liverpool population
will see a 150% increase by 2036, growing from 212,232 to
331,000 people.

5 Top Places of
Birth

A number of masterplans have been developed for the site in
the past, and all were rejected due to high costs.

Liverpool is a young city with 41% of people born overseas, 150
different languages spoken and the first home for an increasing number
of humanitarian entrants to Australia.
The Refugee Settlement Snapshot 2018 for Liverpool noted “starting a
new life in a new land is difficult yet all of the Liverpool family members
were happy and grateful to be in Australia”.

10.9%
Iraq

Existing ownership patterns, the small size and configuration of open
space, fragmented distribution of community facilities as well as rail
infrastructure means the existing CBD has no space for the city to come
together.
In defining a future vision for Woodward Place, the opportunity exists to
chart a new path forward for the way Liverpool provides for community
gathering and engaging with its diverse cultural identity, open space
network and creek corridors.

6.4%
India

6.0%
Lebanon

2.9%
Fiji

2.5%
Vietnam

14 Liverpool City Council
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$13 Billion

PA R T B

in infrastructure spending
across Liverpool

2.4

Broader Context
Liverpool Metropolitan Context Map

Liverpool LGA Context Map

Woodward Context Map

Liverpool is approximately equidistant between the
Kingsford Smith Airport and the Western Sydney Airport
site. Alongside several strategic projects throughout the
LGA, Liverpool is well poised to capitalise on this strategic
location, as well as its relationship to the Western Sydney
Airport and the surrounding Badgery’s Creek Aerotropolis.
The Australian Government forecasts that around five
million people will use the WSA in its first year of operation
from 2026, with annual passengers projected to increase
to about 37 million by 2050. Ultimately, WSA will have
the capacity to cater to more than 80 million passengers
per year (Greater Sydney Commission 2016). This scale
of activity will induce a range of investments in Liverpool
and across Western Sydney more generally. The major
road and rail routes merging at the Moorebank Intermodal
Terminal, as well as strong population growth, will provide
an unprecedented opportunity for integrated service
provision and connectivity.

Western Sydney Airport
$3.6 billion
Western Sydney Infrastructure Plan
$1.5 billion
Moorebank Intermodal
Linking Liverpool to the Airport via the Fifteenth
Avenue Smart Transit (FAST) Corridor
$1 billion
Council Infrastructure

$870 million

The proximity of the new airport has led to a range of
infrastructure and connection projects which are designed
to strategically link Liverpool as a growth centre, including:

Holsworthy Barracks upgrade

•

M12 Motorway.

South West Rail Link

•

Fifteenth Avenue Upgrade.

•

Bringelly Road Upgrade.

•

Rapid Transit Corridor.

•

Moorebank Intermodal Terminal.

Liverpool LGA is preparing for wide-scale growth and
a changing community through a number of strategic
projects currently underway or planned within the council
area. These projects include infrastructure, communitybased and public space upgrades, seeking to improve the
amenity of the LGA for current residents, future residents,
and visitors alike.
Alongside major NSW State Government infrastructure
projects (Western Sydney Airport and the Moorebank
Intermodal terminal) key roads are being upgraded and
extended along strategic routes. The upgrade of Fifteenth
Avenue will facilitate a more efficient connection - as well
as a major transit opportunity along the Rapid Transit
Corridor - between Liverpool CBD and the WSA.

16 Liverpool City Council

$5.3 billion

$397 million

$740 million

Liverpool Hospital upgrade

Four strategic land release areas in Leppington, Austral,
Middleton Grange and Edmondson Park have been
strategically positioned to accommodate population growth.
To support population growth in these centres, and others
across the LGA, 6 community hubs have been proposed
which include civic, retail and community use for current and
future residents. The entrances to Liverpool City Centre are
being improved through the ‘Gateways to the City’ project,
aiming to improve Liverpool’s destination appeal, alongside
improved connections with Liverpool’s largest natural asset,
the Georges River. The City Commercial Core Masterplan
and Health, Research and Education Innovation Precinct are
designed to establish Liverpool CBD as a robust and liveable
economic centre, based around a strong knowledge and
health industry.
The Masterplan Woodward Place
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2.5

2.6

Growth
and Development

The Liverpool City Centre

The residential areas within Liverpool City Centre
are zoned with high-density capacity, and residential
developments are already beginning to increase in height
and capacity around the CBD. The increased residential
population will lead to further demands on City Centre
facilities such as public spaces, parking and local
amenities.
As identified in the 2017 report A Transport Strategy for Liverpool City Centre,
a number of major growth areas have been identified by Liverpool City
Council within the CBD core. These have been categorised into 11
sub-precincts and analysed by the existing and future retail, commercial,
community and residential development yields on behalf of the Council.
According to the findings, within 10-20 years, commercial floorspace is
estimated to increase by over 50%, while residential units are projected
to increase from 1,350 to 6,936.
The sub-precinct adjacent to Woodward Park is expected to see the
highest rates of residential and commercial growth across the entire CBD
core.
Within these sub-precincts, the future parking demand for the CBD was
also reviewed, with large demand expected in the areas closest to the
Woodward Place site.
In July 2018 there were 40 development applications either submitted
or in pre-lodgement status around the CBD, with 33 located within
800m walking distance from Woodward Place. This development area
is anticipated to include over 4000 new units in medium to high-density
environments.
Over half of these developments, with a total of 2,036 units, are planned
for the region within the vicinity of Woodward Park.

Demographic
Growth

Liverpool City Centre Strategic Context

331,000
Projected Population
in 236.

Job numbers in South
Western Sydney are
projected to grow to
352,000 by 2036

122,000
of these jobs are
expected to be located
in Liverpool.

The new innovation
precinct will attract
tertiary students to
study locally, with

20,000
students expected
within 5 years.

Woodward Place is strategically located and
connected to public transport, services and
employment. It is 800 metres from Liverpool
Railway Station and a short walk to the commercial
core, medical precinct, major retail centre, residential
developments and open space.
Woodward Place will connect the social and
economic hubs within the established areas of the
City and further provide opportunities to link the
mixed-use core, health and innovation precinct, civic
precinct, George River Foreshore, the transport hub,
as well as the university campuses of UoW, WSU
and UNSW.

1

LEP AMENDMENT 52
Promoting a more connected, walkable, fine
grain city centre with a mix of uses and design
consistency.

2

LIVERPOOL CIVIC PLACE
Revitalise the Southern end of CBD with a new
civic building housing Council chambers, City
Library, community hub and University Campus.

3

LIVERPOOL INNOVATION PRECINCT
A research, health and education innovation hub
connecting the CBD and bringing new jobs and
investment.

4

PUBLIC DOMAIN STRATEGY
The Liverpool City Centre Public Domain
Masterplan is Council’s 10-year vision to guide the
development of public space and pave the way to
a greener, more vibrant and active city centre while
fostering an 18-hour economy.

18 Liverpool City Council
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2.7

Current Facilities

Community Facilities
•

Currently, Woodward Place is home to a range of sport, education, community and
recreation facilities which are used by community groups and organisations in and around
Liverpool.
Woodward Facilities Map

•

•

Community Halls: The park is home to three
community halls. The Brass Band and Pipe Hall
have a current deed on the site and a permanent
lease in exchange for providing community services.
The usage of the Girl Guides Hall is dwindling
and the Marching Girls Hall is primarily for storage
for the Netball Association. All halls are nearing
end of life. The site is also home to the Memorial
Community Centre which is currently on a shortterm lease to Civic Disabilities service providers.
KU Preschool & Autism Services: The KU
Preschool and Autism Advisory and Support
Services is a co-located facility for education,
childcare and support needs for children with
autism. The centre is in operation daily.
Meals on Wheels: The Meals on Wheels Centre
provides meals through a delivery service, as well
as collections onsite by some community groups,
requiring short term vehicle access. The facility is
used daily.

•

Ambulance Services: The Ambulance Hub is a key
health infrastructure facility comprised of ambulance
parking bays, administrative facilities, logistics and
storage. The facility is expected to remain onsite
for at least ten years but faces access constraints
and conflict with the sites gradual intensification of
sporting, events and community uses.

•

LCC North Wing: Liverpool City Council operates
a proportion of its services out of the site and is
expected to acquire additional land adjacent to its
current location. The North Wing is in operation
daily.

•

Parking: Onsite facilities are supported by almost
one thousand existing parking spaces which are
also used informally by local residents and visitors.

•

Events: Key large scale civic events are held onsite
throughout the year including Australia Day, New
Year and EID celebrations, circus shows and other
annual fireworks and festivals.

Liverpool Aerial Map

2.7.1 Place Facilities
Sporting Facilities
•

Field Sports: There are two sporting fields onsite, Hillier Oval and
clubhouse, and the Canterbury League Site. These fields are used
for junior rugby league and sporting events. They are also used
informally by local residents and schools, however, they have a low
rate of use.

•

Netball Courts & Facilities: The site houses 32 netball courts and
supporting facilities which have been recently renovated and are
exclusively used by the Liverpool City Netball Association. The
courts are currently single purpose and only used for netball training
and competition.

•

Leisure Centre: The Whitlam Leisure Centre is a landmark regional
multi-purpose hall and aquatic centre. The centre is used by a range
of groups and individuals, and the demand for hire spaces are high.
The centre hosts national championships, concerts, exhibitions,
filming and school uses. The facility is nearing end of life and is
expected to require an upgrade after approximately 5-10 years.

20 Liverpool City Council
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From Park to Place

Community Engagement
A New Vision for Woodward Place
Guiding Principles
Key Moves
Activation Scenarios

22 Liverpool City Council

Liverpool City Council aims to create an
opportunity not seen within an Australian
city context since federation, transforming
Woodward Park to Woodward Place, a social,
cultural and recreational hub, which will be the
backbone of Liverpool city life.
The overarching vision is for Woodward Place
to be a catalyst for growth across the Liverpool
City Centre, where community will feel at
home, workers will enjoy a parkland setting and
residents will have access to a community hub
for city life.

The Masterplan Woodward Place
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3.1

Community
Engagement

3.1.4 Engaging government agencies

3.1.1 Engaging existing site stakeholders

Previous Strategic Masterplans

During 2018, early 2019 and 2020 Council met with all
onsite users individually to discuss the Masterplan process.
The following people and organisations were engaged:

WHAT WE FOUND

•

Liverpool City Netball Association.

•

All Saints Junior Rugby League Club.

•

Western Suburbs District Rugby League Football
Club.

•

City of Liverpool Meals on Wheels.

•

Whitlam Leisure Centre.

•

KU Marcia Burgees Autism Specific Early Learning
and Care Centre.

•

Autism Advisory & Support Services.

•

Canterbury League Club.

Lighthorse Park Masterplan
Demands to provide multi-functional spaces that
accommodate the different needs of Liverpool’s
community, including market spaces, special events,
youth and sporting facilities, while celebrating
Liverpool’s character and history.

LCC Public Domain Masterplan
Best practice public amenities that serve the needs
of the community and are prepared for population
growth.
Entertainment opportunities and night-time
activation with adequate connectivity and accessibility.

•

Girl Guides Association.

•

Liverpool Brass Band.

Liverpool LSPS

•

All organisations with regular community facility hire
including Playgroup NSW, Macedonian Pensioners
Group, Sri Om Foundation, Islamic Charity Projects
Association, International Wing Chun Academy, True
Life Ministries Global, Gacre Point Community Church,
Team Afoa.

Support the vision for Liverpool as a connected
and cosmopolitan city providing accessible and
sustainable facilities, employment opportunities
and city infrastructure such as parking.

3.1.2 Engaging local Aboriginal
knowledge holders
Council engaged with the Aboriginal Consultative
Committee in late 2018 to identify a wide range of
Aboriginal Stakeholders including local Elders and
organisations with potential cultural input or potentially
affected as users of the site. Many local Elders and
organisations like GLALC, KARI, Liverpool Opportunity
Hub, Men and Womens Groups participated.
Two Design Jam Workshops were undertaken between
March and August 21, which resulted in a strong strategic
direction around the Brickmakers Creek Restoration
and urban cooling approach as well as cultural and
educational desires for the project. With the support of

24 Liverpool City Council

many local Elders and knowledges holders, the workshops
demonstrated exemplar approach to working Country
principles, integrating the natural systems, and long-term
care of site to facilitate a conducive micro-climate which
supports a safe and sustainable 18 hours activation.

Since 2018, Council commences early engagement with
Transport for NSW, Department of Education, Crown Land,
NSW Ambulance and Endeavour Energy on the progression
of the masterplan. The key to implementation requires using
a whole-of-government solution to ensure government
agencies and key user groups, with long-term impact,
are able to attain the best outcome. Such an approach
will resolve the historic fragmented nature of landuse and
ownership status of the site to establish a precinct status.

3.1.5 Australia Day Pop Up
In 2020, Liverpool City Council staff were at the Australia
Day event at Woodward Park to directly engage with the
community. The community had the opportunity to learn
more about Woodward Place Masterplan and provide
feedback on the project. The pop-up engagement session
consisted of an exhibition with Masterplan information,
interactive activities and a hard copy survey.
Out of 98 surveys, most participants suggested the
enhancement and improved provision of playgrounds,
sporting facilities, parking and entertainment options such
as events, night markets and free activities for the Liverpool
community.
Key outcomes across engagement show that what
participants want to be able to experience in Woodward
Place is having fun, attending free events and they want
Woodward Place to be a unique multi-cultural lifestyle
precinct.

Great things about
Woodward Park

What participants want to be able to
DO in Woodward Place in the Future:
•

Enjoy free activities for all ages.

•

Waterplay facilities.

•

Regular entertainment and events.

•

Frequent festivals, markets, concerts.

•

Food and multicultural experiences that are at the heart
of the community.

•

Passive recreation and quiet spaces.

What participants want to SEE in Woodward
Place in the Future:
•

More entertainment opportunities.

•

Regular events, markets and concerts.

•

More permanent activities and facilities.

•

Green spaces that are open to everyone.

•

High quality playground facilities for all ages.

•

More variety of sporting amenities.

Participants consistently
described Liverpool as uniquely:

3.1.3 Engaging with the local government
Council has a wide range of departments and staff who
are experts in their fields. As well as engaging with each
department to coordinate background studies, a two day
design charrette with over 35 staff help to identify prevalent
themes and ideas of experts who are involved in the social
planning, innovation, finance and day to day management
and operation or organisation of events on the site.

Sports

Location

Community
Gatherings

Events

Open
Space
The Masterplan Woodward Place

25

S I T E A N A LY S I S

3.2

3.3

A New Vision
for Woodward Place

Guiding Principles

Woodward Place will be a catalyst for growth
across the Liverpool city centre, where the
community will feel at home, workers will enjoy
a parkland setting, and residents will have
access to a community hub for city life.
In defining a future vision for Woodward Place, the
opportunity exists to chart a new path forward for the way
Liverpool provides for community gathering and engaging
with its diverse cultural identity, open space network and
creek corridors.

Create a
‘Uniquely Liverpool’
experience in the heart
of the City Centre

Through community engagement and thorough site and contextual analysis, key principles
were developed to shape the vision for Woodward’s future. The following have been identified
as critical to benchmark the design thinking for the development of the comprehensive site
masterplan. These principles have guided the design process to ensure that the functional and
conceptual elements of the masterplan deliver a welcoming and connected hub for all cultures.

City Image

Green Space

Strengthening the city image and
connect Liverpool regionally &
globally.

Create exceptional public spaces
that are well cared for.

Connections

Interaction

Creating seamless transitions between
the city and the park, allowing easy
access to all transport modes.

Create gathering spaces for diverse
users throughout Woodward Place.

History

Recreation

Building on early beginning, connecting
to the original and current inhabitants.

Provide for flexible sport and
recreation opportunities.

Micro-climate

18-Hour Experiences

Strengthening the blue
green grid.
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$

Inspire an 18-hour activations,
supporting a thriving community.
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Perspective produced by ASPECT.
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3.4

Activation Scenarios
To catalyse growth and build investment interest from the
private sector, Liverpool City Council will lead the way by
investing in a range of facilities that will enhance public life
and the amenity of Liverpool over the next 25-30 years. These
facilities have been categorised across 8 themes under the
Activation Scenarios to achieve a truly 18-hour CBD.

Green Spaces
The provision of green spaces will include
a regional park, passive recreation spaces,
local parks, play facilities or pop-up parks.

LEISU
RE C
EN
TR
E

LIFE
Y
CIT

Leisure Centre
Aquatic facilities such as a regional aquatic
centre, water play facility and spaces for
temporary and pop-up water play will
feature in the new Leisure Centre.

•

Community Facilities

•

Exhibition & Events

•

City Life

•

Mixed Use

3.5.1 Activation Elements

Open the site to built forms and volumes that
afford increased density and enable activation.
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•

Positioning Liverpool as a multicultural
destination that provides for all ages, experiences
and is a hub of local and regional activity.

LEI
CENSURE
TR
E

EX

HI

Community Facilities
Facilities including regional market centres,
retail market spaces, fresh food markets,
district markets, flea markets, farmers
markets or pop-up temporary markets.

Sporting Park
A range of sporting facilities including
regional sporting parks, multi-use and
co-located sports fields, district sporting
parks, hardstand and recreation parks,
local sports facilities and pop-up or
temporary parks.

City Facilities

ED
M IX E
S
U

KS

•

Improving activation and providing a catalyst for
City Centre growth.

R
PA

•

EX
& HIBIT
EV
ENT ION
S

IN G

To achieve this, understanding the activation wheel,
catalyst projects and interactions between all the
facilities provided in Woodward Place is key to
support the design and feasibility process and deliver
on the project objectives of:

P

SPORT

Each category contains a catalyst project, a
facility designed to maximise flexibility and usage
throughout the day, week and year. Each catalyst
project was designed to be highly scalable in its
operation so that Council can stage regional events
without investing in facilities that are unsuitable
for everyday use by individuals, small groups and
community organisations.

Y
CITFE
LI

PAC
ES

City Facilities

NS

•

EE

Sporting Parks

GR

•

G
SA REEN
PC
ES

Leisure Centre

COMM
FACIL UNI
ITIE TY
S

•

LIFE
ITY
UN
MM
CO

Green Spaces

Y
UNIT
MM FE
CO LI

•

COMMUN
ITY
FAC
ILI
TI
ES

The 8 areas for activation identified for Woodward Place are:

City facilities including schools, childcare
facilities, community hubs, rooms, halls,
and public parking amenities.

Exhibitions & Events
Activation initiatives will include indoor
events, large scale civic celebrations,
regional and district exhibitions,
conferences performances and pop-up or
temporary events.

City Life

BI

T IO

N&

EVEN

TS

MIX

E

S
DU

E

City life is all about outdoor events such as
large civic gatherings, large events, cultural
and ceremonial events, performances and
temporary pop-ups.

Mixed Use
Mixed use opportunities including mixed
use precincts and local mixed use spaces.
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Perspective produced by TERRIOR.
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Leisure
Centre
Why this catalyst?
To create a state of the art Leisure Centre
for the South West.

Location
The Leisure and Aquatic Centre is located
on Hoxton Park Road with a prominent
street presence. Thorough site connection
from Memorial to Gill Avenue will improve
access for residents. The outdoor pool will
connect with the creek corridor landscape,
playground and sports facilities.

What it does
•

Indoor and outdoor pool

•

Indoor gymnasium

•

Rehabilitation facilities

•

Integrated Community Hub

•

Sports Facilities

Requirements
Leisure facilities including a regional and
district aquatic centre, water play facility or
temporary and pop-up water play, gym and
fitness facilities.

•

Internal area: 7,600 m2

•

Site Area: 10,000 m2

Operation Times
•

12hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S

1. Indoor leisure centre
2. Outdoor pool integrated with creek
corridor landscape
3. Connection to indoor sports facilities
4. Connection with regional playground
and surrounding outdoor exercise
facilities
5. Clear street address and connection
to local residential communities arriving
by car
6. Connection to Tram way
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Green
Spaces
Why this catalyst?
Provide passive open space for community
health, wellbeing and important green grid
connectivity.

Location
The proposed open space is positioned
along the creek corridor to protect the
water filtration function and biodiversity
on site.

What it does
•

Running and cycling tracks

•

Local playgrounds

•

Local exercise parks

•

Local amenity

Requirements
•

Opportunities including district parks to
provide for passive recreation spaces with
local play and gathering facilities.

Site Area: 56,000 m2 - 98,000 m2

Operation Times
•

24hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S

1. Regional public playground facilities
connects with creek corridor, civic centre
and school
2. Public exercise parks connects with
sports facilities
3. Cycle and running paths connects
with regional network
4. Connection to Tram way
5. Civic route connecting open spaces
from new Tram way stop
6. Through site north/south connection
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Community
Life
Why this catalyst?
Provide new facilities to build on existing
innovation and synergise with future
demand.

Location
The northern part of the site.

What it does
•

Excellence in early education, Autism
care practice, research and teaching.

•

Integrated community hub model.

•

Dual purpose public parking to serve
CBD and Woodward Place users.

Requirements

City facilities including childcare facilities,
community hubs, rooms, halls and public
parking requirements.

•

Internal area: 4,680 m2

•

Site Area: 14,200 m2

Operation Times
•

8hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S

1. Active frontage of shared community
and school facility to connect with
community and activate Memorial
Avenue
2. School drop off located away from
major roads
3. Potential for shared sports facilities
4. Potential for shared playground and
passive open space with creek corridor
5. Connection to Tram way
6. Primary route to Train Station
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Exhibitions
& Events
Why this catalyst?
Exhibition and events space that provides
for the public, community and commercial
use.

Location
Positioned along Hume Highway, it
provides clear access, good public
transport connections and a strong
identity. The centre is linked to adjacent
uses of the market hall, civic core and
mixed use. The building provides
protection from vehicle noise and pollution.

What it does
•

Exhibition and event space

•

Hotel and convention centre

•

Public forecourt

Requirements
Opportunities including indoor events, large
scale civic celebrations, regional and district
exhibitions, conferences, performances and
pop-up or temporary events.

•

Internal Floorspace: 9,800 m2

•

Site Area: 12,800 m2

Operation Times
•

12hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S
1. Active frontage and potential for
expansion into civic core
2. Potential for temporary expansion
into market hall
3. Visual connection to street, displaying
exhibition space to vehicles
4. Loading adjacent to major road and
shared below grade access, seperate
from pedestrian priority area
5. Convention and integrated hotel
transitioning scale and uses with mixed
use zones fronting Hoxton Park Road
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Sporting
Parks
Why this catalyst?

1. Large outdoor fields for public and
school use

Provide local community sporting facilities
which are flexible to host a range of
recreational activities and community
events.

2. Indoor facilities linked with Leisure
Centre to create sporting hub

Location

3. Connection to Civic Core outdoor
sports facilities
4. Open space connected to creek
corridor to break down built form and
create a landscape of active recreation

The sports facilities are located along the
creek corridor to maximise open space
and connect with the adjacent school and
leisure centre.

5. Outdoor exercise stations scattered
throughout creek corridor and sports
park connected with running/walking
track

What it does

7. Connect to Tram way

•

Casual outdoor sports

•

Local indoor sports

•

Community and school facilities

6. Connection to school and increased
utilisation of sports halls

Requirements
A range of active use including multi-use
sporting parks co-located with sports fields,
district sporting parks, local sports facilities and
pop-up or temporary park opportunities.
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•

Internal area: 4,680 m2

•

Site Area: 14,200 m2

Operation Times
•

12-15hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S
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Community
Facilities
Why this catalyst?
A destination which attracts a variety
of users to the site and provides local
amenity.

Location
The community facilities have been
positioned at the intersection of Memorial
Avenue and the Hume Highway to be an
anchor which connects with the CBD, train
station and improves the character and
activity of Memorial Avenue.

What it does
•

Local fine grain retail

•

Destination and temporary
retail market

•

On-site parking

•

Active street frontage

Requirements
To provide additional space for existing fine-grain
retailers in the city centre likely to be displaced
through renewal. Allow market space for regional
producers, larger wholesalers connected with the
Aerotropolis Agri-business Precinct and weekly
community markets.

•

Floorspace: 8,500 m2

•

Depth: 130 m

•

Width: 65 m

Operation Times
•

12hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S

1. Two storey active frontage linked to
Memorial Avenue and integrated with
overpass
2. Market hall placed on corner
to maximise visibility and access.
Pedestrian overpass connection to city
centre and Station
3. Visual connection to street, displaying
market to vehicles
4. Loading below grade prioritising
pedestrian access facilities
5. Potential for temporary expansion
into Exhibition Centre and forecourt
6. Potential for temporary expansion
into market hall plaza

44 Liverpool City Council

The Masterplan Woodward Place

45

PART C

City
Life
Why this catalyst?
Provide large civic space with flexible
outdoor activation opportunities.

Location
Centrally located it provides amenity
and potential for shared facilities to
surrounding sites to create a green heart
for the precinct.

What it does
•

Large events

•

Community events

•

Casual outdoor sports

•

City south assembly space

Requirements
•

To enable the celebration of civic events by the
community as a whole including Metropolitan
Celebrations.

Site Area: 24,000 m2

Operation Times
•

12hrs

•

S|M|T|W|T|F|S

1. Stage / performance facility located
to south to provide optimum views from
seating area throughout the day
2. Large civic space contained to
enhance experience as a public room
3. Outdoor community sporting facilities
linked to indoor facilities and school
4. Integration for large scale concurrent
events
5. Primary connection to Train Station
6. Primary connection to Tram way
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3.4

Key Moves
3.4.1 Site Planning Principles
The Woodward Place Masterplan followed an activation led
approach to define the future experience of Woodward Place
and its potential to improve the experience of Liverpool CBD
for residents, workers and visitors. In doing so, it identified
a series of ‘catalyst’ projects which will anchor the site and
provide purpose and how the Liverpool community will
engage with the precinct into the future as it is implemented
and used over the next 25-30 years and beyond.

To deliver on this vision, the masterplan is flexible and
responsive to the changing community, political, economic
and market conditions over the course of the 25-30 year
implementation.
To ensure its long term viability, six key moves have been
identified to provide the future site structure and ensure that,
as conditions change, the Masterplan can respond.

1. Recognise and leverage
existing natural systems

2. Catalyst to edges

3. Gathering at the heart

4. Create a diverse
parkland

5. Prioritise active and
public transport

6. Enable activation

Support and enhance the existing creek
corridor to leverage its urban cooling,
ecological, and outdoor public space
potential.

The Catalysts are key facilities identified
during the Masterplan process as
necessary for delivering the future
public vision.

The major celebration space is centrally
located to amplify the experience, with
a mix of public and private spaces
activating the edges. Outside of
events, the open space will facilitate
connectivity between spaces.

Woodward Place will need to function
for a variety of group sizes, from the
individuals exercising, socialising and
relaxing during the week, to civic
gatherings with thousands of people.

The provision of high-quality public
domain that supports active public
transport is critical to improving
amenity within the site and the lifestyle
of residents and workers.

A vibrant, mixed use and 18-hour
city requires opportunities for
investment in high-quality uses to
provide a complementary suite of
activation opportunities that cater for
the community’s needs, an increased
safety and natural surveillance of
Woodward Place. Creating a structure
plan for Woodward Place allows future
opportunities to be realised.

Placing catalysts at the edges of
the site maximises visibility and
presence of the key public facilities
whilst minimising vehicle movements
through the centre of the site, where
pedestrian and cycle movement must
be prioritised.

The public domain will be developed
to provide this flexibility and maximise
experiences and opportunities for all
age groups, with a variety of uses that
transform across the site in response to
local needs and adjacent uses.
This will reverse the current condition
where the open space on the site
is vast and suitable only for large
programmed events.
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Woodward Place Structure Plan 2050
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F U T U R E A S P I R AT I O N S

4.1

Priority Precincts
4.1.1 Leisure Centre
The Leisure Centre seeks to exemplify and
strengthen Liverpool’s connection to water
The key driver for this masterplan has been the need to
renew the ageing Whitlam Centre asset in the current
heart of Woodward Place. Critical to the success of
the implementation of the masterplan is providing a
renewal of this much loved local asset. This will be the
third renewal of this asset on Woodward Place and
demonstrates the community need, aspiration and local
identity that the aquatic facility has in this location.
It is our ambition to renew and relocate the Leisure Centre
and in doing so take advantage of the connection to
Brickmakers Creek and a groundbreaking sustainable
outcome for the operation of the facility. Its connection
to the natural landscape and Brickmakers Creek will be
distinctively local and uniquely Liverpool.
Mimicking the meandering nature of the creek and linking
to the needs of the gathering heart, the community hub
and sporting spaces, the design for the Leisure Centre
incorporates state-of the-art regional aquatic and indoor
sporting facilities to meet the needs of current future
communities.
The indoor and outdoor pools will be integrated into the
landscape setting creating a one-in-kind natural play
space. Families will be entertained with an indoor and
outdoor slides, a flying fox from the central heart of the
building connecting into the vegetated creek and returning
into the picnicking and gathering spaces.

54 Liverpool City Council

Aquatic

Community Hub

Indoor Sport

Relating and connecting to natural
water systems.

Centralised community entry
connecting to precinct events lawn and
play spaces.

Relating to precinct sport centres.

State of the art fitness facilities located on the upper floor
leading to a observatory deck will have a vantage of the
activities of Woodward Place and city skyline.
The construction of the Leisure Centre will be staged to
allow for space transition within the Woodward Park setting.
The existing Whitlam Centre will only be decommissioned
once the new Leisure Centre is operating. The additional
community hub, public amenities, and future Stage 2 indoor
sports facilities will deliver on the vision and strategic needs
of a growing community.
The Leisure Centre’s facilities will accommodate the needs of
Liverpool’s multi-cultural communities as well as its ambition
to be a regional destination on it’s own terms.
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Perspective produced by TERRIOR.
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4.1.2 Regional Playground and Creek
Restoration
Regional Play will create diverse recreation
opportunities that are well positioned and
create a regional attraction.
One of the drivers of this masterplan is the improvement
to the existing public useable open space for health
benefits and community well-being. The site is currently
a fragmented, hot, dry, over scaled space lacking in
diversity. The Masterplan seeks to define key metrics
to ensure that public open space within the site can be
enhanced, preserved and protected into the future.
A revitalised and expanded public facilities at
Woodward Place will be facilitated by green boulevard
upgrades through Memorial Avenue, which will connect
the train staion, Civic Place and Woodward Place.
This link taps into the open space and sports network
further west towards Cabramatta Creek and can build
on much needed social infrastructure in the outer rim
west of the CBD. Memorial Avenue supports the green
street corridor concept linking the Georges River to
Brickmakers Creek.
Through consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders, the
concept of creek restoration and regional play space
provided a soft public face to the site from the west
and numerous opportunities for Aboriginal cultural
uses/ tours, landscape practices and education that will
complement this space. Creating a regional play space
will require a range of new facilities to support it and
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will create a regional attraction which will extend to other
reaches of this blue and green grid network.
There are ample opportunities for natural play designed in a
wet or dry creek bed, fenced inclusive play, adventure play
and picnic areas. Indigenous edible plants, retention pond,
yarning circle, outdoor gallery walks and cultural spaces
within an ecologically sensitive and restored creek will create
a distinctive play corridor for Liverpool residents.

Regional Playground

Creek Restoration

Urban Cooling

The regional play facilities include
nature play, local and youth recreation,
as well as supporting amenity such as
parking, cafe and active use facilities,
picnic facilities, water and shaded
areas.

Restoration of Brickmakers Creek and
the further enhancement of the blue
green links with and out of Woodward
Place are a critical initiative of the
masterplan.

In response, the urban cooling
initiatives and the need to develop best
practice natural waterway was a major
driver.

Building on the growth of aquatic water play and urban
cooling initiatives the renewed aquatic centre seeks to
amplify and strengthen Liverpool’s connection to water.
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4.1.3 Event Lawn
The Event Lawn or Civic Core will be
located at the heart of Woodward Place
and cater to both every day use and large
programmed events. A celebration space
that can accommodate 30,000 people and
doubles up as an emergency assembly for
the city south as well as an informal training
space. Fixed performance stage and a
number of peripheral sporting and flexible
active spaces with tree plantings in strategic
locations will greatly improve comfort and
experience.
The Event Lawn will celebrate all things uniquely
Liverpool, from large regional events to everyday life,
catering for its growing and diverse community.
To enable celebration of civic events by the community
as a whole including Metropolitan Celebrations:
- New Year’s Eve
- Australia Day
- EID Festival

City Celebrations:
- Liverpool on a Roll
- Way Out West Festival
- Liverpool City Council Charity Ball
- Eat Your Heart Out Liverpool

Uniquely
Liverpool
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Perspective produced by HASSELL
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4.1.4 City Facilities
The vision of the City Facilities is shaped by the site’s
indigenous connection as a place where exchanges and
trades were made, Liverpool’s farming produce context,
previous site use as market and the desire to ensure that
current family owned businesses have a future in the
Liverpool’s growth. The site will also accomodate large scale
multi-storey public parking elevated above a multi-purpose
and high ceiling community space that can serve as a market
hall and ancillary facilities.
The public/ commuter carparking levels will sit above the
community space. The forecourt will contain durable ground
surfaces which will be enable high intensity uses for food,
music and lively performances to be activated at different
times of day and night. Sculptures and public art will pay
homage to Liverpool’s past personalities and heritage.A
new critical community infrastructure provides the gateway
entrance by an overpass across the Hume Highway which
maintains the historic link between the City Centre to
Woodward Place.

Asouth west view into Woodward Place, from the CBD, across the Hume Highway.
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4.2

Working towards Woodward
Place
Council’s bold vision to transform the 28-hectare Woodward
Park, on the CBD south fringe, into Woodward Place – an
exciting lifestyle precinct to propel the growth of the City Centre
as a thriving and attractive metropolitan centre to live and work
into the future. Woodward Place seeks to create the point of
difference in the “Uniquely Liverpool” experience for students,
workers, residents, and all visitors to Liverpool.
Built upon an in-depth analysis of Liverpool and its community, the Woodward
Place Masterplan exemplifies a place based approach to delivering a long term
renewal of the existing city centre fringe site and its ageing facilities. It is Council’s
commitment that the rich history of community uses and activities that are
provided by existing users will be accommodated for in future planning.
Implementing the masterplan will take time and resolve by Council, working
to strongly collaborate on a while-of-government approach to resolving
landownership fragmentation in key parcels by agencies, to ultimately unlock the
innate potential this precinct could offer to Liverpool’s community.
The masterplan is able to be adapted to ensure critical local infrastructure can
address the long term resilience needs of the community, whether that be climate
adaption, a space for community disaster management or ultimately robust
liveable city amenities for generations to come.
The structure of the masterplan can be implemented over time through investment
in the vision of both public and private sector will see Liverpool city centre deliver
the metropolitan vision of a 30-minute city within a unique and locally relevant
way that enhances the desirability of Liverpool and exceeds the expectations of
what its community imagine is possible.
Looking to the future, this masterplan enables Liverpool City Council to engage
with NSW Government departments and agencies in the implementation of
critical infrastructure and delivery of services in a way that expands the aspirations
and structure of the Liverpool Place Strategy.

From Park to Place
The Woodward Place Masterplan is an
aspirational 30 year plan for an iconic lifestyle
precinct at the heart of Liverpool, with world
class facilities to support a healthy, connected
and diverse community.
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For communities to thrive and grow,
they must be supported by innovative,
accessible and inspiring facilities.

Woodard Place defines what Liverpool needs,
transforming a park into a place
and thus orienting a heart and hub for the
creation of a ‘Uniquely Liverpool’ future.

For further Information
Visit Us
Customer Service Centre
Ground Floor, 33 Moore St, Liverpool, NSW 2170
Open: Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 5pm

Phone Us
P

1300 36 2170
Calling from interstate: (02) 8711 7000
National Relay Service (NRS): 133 677
(for hearing and speech impaired customers)

Email
lcc@liverpool.nsw.gov.au

Post
Locked Bag 7064, Liverpool BC, NSW 1871

Website
www.liverpool.nsw.gov.au
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