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Methodology
Yerrabingin brings a focus on solutions through empathetic design, seeking a diversity of partnerships, connecting 
ideation with the wisdom of our culture. The approach engaged with the local Darug community providing a 
cultural approach to collaboration, to bring an authentic design narrative and cultural overlay providing a holistic 
placemaking strategy for the project.

Incorporating Aboriginal Cultural Heritage as a living memory in the landscape response and how it will be 
represented through the design. Including endemic ecology, cultural resources, land management practices, local 
language, site features and way-finding.

Ideation and design was explored through the lens of design thinking, using collaborative events including a 
design jam and walk on Country growing the link between imagining and shaping the design with Country.

Ideation has been curated into the conceptual design outcomes and the design of a broader mosaic of 
experiences, the identity of the place to support the celebration, caring and connection to Country.

The process is facilitated by Yerrabingin and is different to consultation as the design is fluid, with reiteration and 
organic formation of the design throughout the process.

The following graphic represents the stages of the Wanganni Dhayar design methodology, including framing 
the design, identifying the audience/users, the Design Jam, logic and assumption testing, cultural checking, and 
sharing the solution through the pitch.

Design Jam images:

FRAMING THE DESIGN
Articulate the problem / opportunity.
How Might We?
What are the benefits or best outcomes 
we want this to achieve?

‘TRACKING THE PROCESS’

HOW MIGHT WE?
Revisit our thoughts / ideas.
Who is the audience / user?
What is their experience?
Redesign our HMW.

DESIGN JAM
Pushing for the widest possible range of 
ideas.
Divergent styles of thinking.
Converging to combine and refine insights.
Rapid prototypes as themes, principles and 
features of the Indigenous Design 
Principles.

LOGIC AND ASSUMPTION TESTING
Closing the feedback loop with internal 
and external stakeholders.
Cultural logic checking
Is Country appropriately represented in 
the design.

THE PITCH
From a somewhat 
chaotic start, we now 
have a feasible, viable 
and desirable solution 
to share.

1

2 3

4

YERRABINGIN ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

How might we utilise Woodward 
Place to bring the community 

together to share and celebrate, 
local First nations history and 

cultural heritage?



Connecting with Country Framework 
The Connecting with Country framework recommends considering project life cycles with an Aboriginal 
perspective. As illustrated in the graphic below, this is broken into four steps:

Sensing, Imagining, Shaping and Caring for Country.

The Wanganni Dhayar (Listen to Country) design methodology developed by Yerrabingin is aligned to the 
principles outlined in the GANSW Connecting with Country framework. 

Rather than the traditional consultation or engagement, Country and its custodians are active co-
designers of this project through a shared collective voice.

The project has connected Yerrabingin, First Nations custodians and the project team, who have 
collaboratively designed the bio-cultural narratives of the design of Woodward Place.
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Design Jam: Key ideas
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OF LANGUAGE

EDUCATION AND 

ONGOING COMMUNITY 

INVOLVEMENT

WELCOMING POINT & 
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NATURE, INTERACTIVE 

GARDENS AND 
BOTANICAL PLAY

Creek restoration: Future Vision
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